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SAIRT PETER‘'S CHURCH
2469 North Murray Avenue, Milwaukee
Milwavkee feunty, ¥Wisconsin

Ovmer: Milwsukee Diocese.

Date of Erection: 1839.

Architect and Builder: WNo record.

Present Condition: Fair,

Number of Stories: One.

Materials of Construction: Wood.

Dther Existing Becords: £ee text.

Acditionel Deta: See following pages.
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two-thirds of i1ts present size in 1859.

In 1841 the seccond Bishop of Detroit the L. Rev.
Petor P. Lefevre came to MNilwaukee by way of Groen Bay,

accompanied by Rev. Hartin Xundig. On this occaslon it was

decided that Rev. Xundig leave Detrolti and Jocaota atbt Hilwau'ize

which he did in the spring of 1842, IHe enlarged and finlshed

at Peter's Church and opened an academy for DHoys and girls
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on Jeflerson Strest nesy the ¢hurch. Scon affor his arprival

& bishopric was to be established in ¥Wiscongin, this territory .

- at that time being under the jurigdiction of the Detroit

dioce
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town) were the competitors for a bishopric diocese and Rev.
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Xundig can be credited as securing its location for Milwaukes

He staged a grand Cotholilc celebration on St. Patrick!s Day

se. HMilwsulkee and Prairie du Chien {(then already an old
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and won for Milwaukse a pralgeworthy repubtation as a stlirring,

promiging city. Two montns 1at@r'milwauLee vas selected for
an Episcopel Ses, Almqst_a yéar_later its first Bighon, the
Bt. Rav. Hennl of Cln81nnat¢ arrived, and in 1844 the little
frame church of Sa“nt Petﬁr 5 rlqatly became Milvauvieels firg
Cathedral. It GPrv“d ag ﬁhe first ecathedral in this diocesse

il tﬁe cﬁlnedwal,o? SL. John's was completed in 1855,

In 1874-the Rt,'Rev.'L; Batz bought 5t. Peter's

rear of 1t¢ erSont loc tlon on Gakland Avenue. It was the

Rt. Qev. at7! &eolre to oreserve aazrt Potef's as a
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Church and. Ln 3899 had it moved to a sita immediately to the
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bought the structure, movad it to its prssent site and
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presentod it to Archbishop lesswer az a gift to the Milwaukse
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Thie sbtruchure has little claim to architectural
distinction. It 1s of a peculiar mixture of styles. Ho doubt,
the builders felﬁ they had to give the structure a feelihg

for something of an scclesiastical nature. Hence the Gothic

rmnt

1ead windows, The Dilding also represents the type of

structure deveted to religious vurposes [requently found in
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Visconsin. Ibts salient feabures such as rectangular plan,

pup

modes’t cubola, pointed window heads and classic type cornice,
are typical of the time. Tt ig & truese heritsge of the past .
and worthwhile recording.

| The 1ittle cathedral st present ig threatened withf .
destruction., Litile «& is beling done to prevent its decay.
However, rumors are abroad that a Cathollic women's organizaticﬁ'
iz becoming interested in this little frame church and wishes

to avgment s movement to providse a fund fo be used for

Preserving it as a historic monument.




